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Mr. Powell, he said he had spoken vaguely in order to please. His reply
sounds like a joke. "It is not at all necessary that the application to the
Magistrate should be in English, though it should be intelligible to him."
What does this mean?

From Mr. Sampson's comments on the reasons for the proposed law,
it appears that he, too, is suspicious and not well disposed towards Indians.
He does not appear to have taken the interview seriously; and the illus-
trations he offered are in our opinion pointless. At one point, he said
that the Bill was not designed for Indians in particular; and, at another,
that such a law had to be enacted, as the Chambers of Commerce and other
mercantile bodies had been bringing pressure [on the authorities], com-
plaining that account books of Indians were unsystematic, that he had,
as a matter of experience, found it very difficult in the law courts to
obtain the necessary information from the books kept by Indians. The law
he said, was being enacted to protect European merchants, etc. Obviously,
this explanation appears to have been given without full consideration. He
then began to show that he was fair-minded and exhibit his knowledge of
Indians. While doing so, he referred to trading on Sundays and asked if
there were not instances of whole Indian families doing business on Sundays.
In this connection he mentioned a letter he had received, which said that
a certain entire Indian family, i.e., including the merchant's wife and
children, was doing business illegally on Sundays, With such people the
whites could not compete. In this respect the Indians and the Greeks were
equally blameworthy, and all of them had to suffer for the sake of the
few, etc. This drew from Mr. Gool1 the rejoinder that his correspondent
must have been prompted by jealousy, for his facts were not true. If, how-
ever, any Indian was guilty of this offence, why were they not prosecuted
and punished according to the law?

This, in brief, was what transpired at the interview. Now, the
question that occurs to us is: will a knowledge of English or some other
European language prevent these offences? We are much surprised and
grieved that the Attorney-General who is an able advocate did not
hesitate to argue as if it would. What relation can there be between a
man's language and his character? Will the complaints cease if Indian
merchants keep their account books in European languages?

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 1-4-1905

l Mr. G. M. H.  Gool? a prominent   Indian merchant of dape Town and one of the
members of the deputation.